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UP TARGETS GROWTH IN SUGAR
SECTORTOBOOSTECONOMY

Lucknow: The sugar industry is poised to play a pivotal role in
achieving Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's ambitious vision of
transforming Uttar Pra-desh into a one-trillion-dol-lor
economy, with the state govt setting a target to raise the
sector's Gross Value Output (GVO) from the cur-rent Rs 1.32
lakh crore to overRs 1.62 lakh crore within the next three years.

According to the sugar industry and sugarcane development
department, the GVO has shown consistent growth in recent
years from Rs 1,24,198 crore in the financial year 2023-24 to Rs
1,32,024 crore in FY 2024-25.The department aims to increase
sugarcane production by 7% and jaggery production by 10%
by 2027-28, compared to current levels.

A comprehensive action plan has been prepared for the
current financial year to achieve these targets. Key initiatives
include increasing the sugar recovery rate from 9.56% to
10.50%, ensuring the timely sale of 91.54 lakh quintals, and
expanding storage capacity.

In recent years, the Yogi govt has significantly improved the
lives of sugarcane farmers, reaching out to 65 lakh registered
farmers, of whom 46.5 lakh have directly received govt
benefits. A total of Rs 2.80 lakh crore has recently been
disbursed as sugarcane dues, which is expected to
substantiallyimprove the financial well-being of farmers.

Source: TOI, 21* April, 2025
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SUGAR MILLS DELAYING PAYMENT
TO FARMERS WILL FACE STERN
ACTION:YOGI

Lucknow: Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday directed
that the command area allocated to sugar mills for cane
procurement should be determined based on their record of
payments to farmers.

“The state govt is committed to ensuring timely payments to
farmer. Strict action would be taken against mills that delay or
neglect payments,”Yogi said,

The directives were given by Yogi during a review meeting of
the sugarindustry and cane development department. During
the meeting information on sugarcane price payments,
productivity, infrastructure, employment and planes was
presented by the officials. The CM emphasised the importance
of providing farmers with advanced seeds on time for better
sugarcane yield. He stated that agricultural science centers,
sugar millsand cane committees must work together for this.

“Representatives from the mills, committee officials and
agricultural science center officers should visit fields, observe
crop and maintain continuous communication with farmers.
Additionally the participation of ministers in farmer‘meeting
should be ensured,”he said.

The CM also highlighted the need to empower cane j & ]

committees further.

Highlighting operationalimprovement, the CM instructed that
the current 142 working days be increased to 155. He also
called for a comprehensive review of cooperative and
federation sugar mills, including their production capacity and
workforce qualifications. During the meeting, Yogi also
reviewed the updated status of sugarcane price payments by
each mill.

It was reported that during the current govt's tenure. payment
amounting to Rs. 2,85,994 crore were made. Which is Rs 72,474
crore more than the Rs 2,13,520 crore paid from 1995 to 2017.
Of the Rs 34,466.22 crore due for 2024-25, 83.8% or Rs.
28,873.55 crore. was paid by May 2.

Yogi instructed to stream line the payment cycle to ensure
prompt and full payment to all farmers. On the issue of the
expansion of sugarcane cultivation, it was noted that the area
increased from 20.54 lakh hectares in 2016-17 to 29.51 lakh

Continued on the next page ...
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hectaresin 2024-25. During the same period, productivity rose
from 72.38 tons/hectare to 84.10 tons/hectare.

The CM expressed that the-re is potential for doubling
production and productivity in Uttar Pradesh with well-
planned efforts.

The meeting also revealed that 122 sugar mills, 236 Khandsari
units, 8,707 Kolhu units, 65 cogen units, and 44 distilleries
operate across 45 districts in the state, collectively providing
directemploymentt09.81 lakh individuals.

In terms of ethanol production, it was reported that 150.39
crore litres of ethanol were produced from 102 active
distilleries in the state in 2023-24. Additionally, with private
investment, an additional production capacity of 105.65 crore
litresis being established ata cost of Rs 6,771.87 crore.

Source: TOI, 6" May, 2025

CANE FARMERS TOLD TO DIVERSIFY
FORBETTERYIELD

Lucknow: Principal Secretary, sugarcane development, Veena
Kumari, on Wednesday stressed that increasing the
productivity of sugarcane is a critical aspect of enhancing the
overall output of the sugarindustry.

REFINED SUGAR PRODUCTION

& II.

Addressing a conference on 'Business Models on Mitigating
Challenges Before the Sugar Industry, Kumari emphasised
that the cultivation of high-yielding varieties of sugarcane and
better farm management practices, including optimised
irrigation, soil health, and pest control, can help improve the
yield per hectare.

She said it was not just about improving sugarcane
productivity but also ensuring that farmers can make the most
of the land they cultivate. This, she said, included supporting
farmers with knowledge about sustainable farming practices,
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access to quality inputs like fertilisers, and appropriate
mechanization for better farm management.

Stressing the need for diversification to produce value-added
products, Kumari stated that the sugar industry has been
largely dependent on the production of sugar, but
diversification is now a necessity to create a more resilient
industry. She mentioned that value-added products like
ethanol, bio-based chemicals, jaggery, molasses, and other by-
products of sugarcane should be developed and promoted.

This not only creates new revenue streams but also makes the
industry more sustainable.

Source: TOI, 15" May, 2025

Knowledge Box

A Rare Photo of Sugarcane Research Station, Shahjahanpur: A
small power mill driven by a 7-9 HP oil engine was in use at
Shahjahanpur. In this photo, variety M 16 is being crushed in
1918. This variety was imported from Mauritius by George
Clarke (presentin photo). Photo publishedin 1919.

UPSMA Newsletter titled 'Varta' the Dialogue is providing
information on sugar, sugar industry and sugar byproducts. We
request you to share your thoughts and experience with us
through write-ups, success stories, updates, photographs etc.
We publish your creative in the next edition of this newsletter.
You are requested to send your entries to be published in
UPSMA newsletter through mail at upsma@upsma.org. The
newsletter will be uploaded on UPSMA website.
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