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Feedstock Offers (Crore Litres)

Sugarcane Juice (SCJ) 299.48
B-Heavy Molasses (BHM) 158.70
C-Heavy Molasses (CHM) 13.45
Sugarcane Based Total 471.63
FCI Rice 396.60
Damaged Food Grains (DFG) 76.37
Maize 831.89
Grain Based Total 1304.86
Grand Total 1776.49
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GOVT TO CREATE SPECIAL ICAR
TEAM FOR SUGARCANE RESEARCH:
SHIVRAJSINGH CHOUHAN

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
announced the formation of a dedicated team within the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) to focus
specifically on sugarcane-related research and policymaking.

Speaking at a national seminar on the sugarcane economy,
Chouhan said the new team will tackle real-world issues faced
by both farmers and the sugar industry. The event was
organized by Rural Voice, the National Federation of
Cooperative Sugar Factories,and ICAR.

Chouhan pointed out that while sugarcane variety 238 is
known for its high sugar content, it's also highly susceptible to
red rot disease. He emphasized the need for developing
disease-resistant varieties and warned against the dangers of
growing a single crop (monocropping), which can harm soil
health. He recommended exploring intercropping with pulses
and oilseeds toimprove sustainability.

The Ministeralso called for:
= Greateruse of machinestoreduce labour costs
= Efficientirrigation methods like“perdrop, more grop”
= Highersugarrecoveryrates 4

= Ashifttoward naturalfarming and redtced fertilizer use

= More value-added products from sugarcane beyond'x

ethanoland molasses

Chouhan acknowledged the ongoing issue of delayed
payments to farmers and urged reforms in the sugar supply
chain. While sugar mills face financial struggles, farmers often
bear the brunt, he said. He also highlighted the shortage of
farm labour and pushed for more training and mechanization
in harvesting.

“ICAR must create a separate team dedicated to sugarcane
research. This research should solve real problems. If it doesn't
help farmers, it's pointless,”he stated.

ICAR Director General Dr. M.L. Jat laid out four research
priorities: setting clear agendas, addressing challenges in
farming and industry, and providing informed policy
recommendations. He stressed improving fertilizer efficiency,
expanding micro-irrigation, and diversifying crops.

PTO..
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Dr. Devendra Kumar Yadav, Deputy Director General of Crop
Science, echoed concerns about variety 238 and stressed the
importance of testing new varieties over three-year cycles and
analyzingyield gaps.

The seminar wrapped up with ICAR officials assuring that
future sugarcane research would be farmer-focused and

based on thefeedback gathered.
Source: Sugar Times, 01" Oct, 2025

USING Al AND MACHINE LEARNING
IN SUGARCANE CULTIVATION,
EXPERTS EXPLAIN HOW
PRODUCTIONWILLINCREASE

Sugarcane Cultivation Using Al: In this context, UPCSR Director
VK Shukla said that in recent years, the government has been
trying to ensure timely payment to farmers and increase the
capacity of sugar mills. So far, 38 sugar mills have increased
their capacity to ensure timely crushing.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) technology is poised to revolutionize
sugarcane cultivation in the country. On Monday, the last day
of the UP International Trade Show, the Sugarcane
Department organized a workshop on the topic "Sustainable
Development is Our Effort." The workshop discussed in detail
how to increase sugarcane production, address farmers'
problems, and integrate the sugarcane industry with new
technologies. Several experts, including UPCSR Director VK
Shukla, Senior Scientific Officer Ajay Kumar Tiwari, Mawana
Sugar MD RK Gangwar, and Joint Cane Commissioner RC
Pathak, participated and shared their views.

In this regard, UPCSR Director VK Shukla said that in recent
years, the government has been striving to ensure timely
paymentto farmers and increase the capacity of sugar mills.So
far, 38 sugar mills have increased their capacity to ensure
timely crushing. He added that in the future, the focus will be
on using remote sensing, Al, and machine learning in
sugarcane cultivation. This will not only make field monitoring
easier butalso allow for timely treatment of crop diseases.

Shukla said that in the future, sugar mills will not only be
centers for sugar production, but will also become hubs for
many other related products. Additionally, Senior Scientific
Officer Ajay Kumar Tiwari appealed to farmers to refrain from
indiscriminately using fertilizers in their fields. He discussed
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the red rot disease affecting sugarcane crops in detail, stating
that a thorough effort will be made to control this disease
within the next five years.

Meanwhile, Joint Cane Commissioner R.C. Pathak said that the
Co-238 variety of sugarcane has suffered significant damage
duetored rotdisease. It was once the most popular variety, but
due to the disease and reduced production capacity, farmers
are now avoiding plantingit.

The experts present at the workshop agreed that the use of
new technologies will give a new direction to sustainable
development of both sugarcane cultivation and sugar
industry.

Source: Kisantak, 29" Sept., 2025

Knowledge Box

g

In China, some highway medians are planted with
sugarcane - absorbing noise, cleaning air, and

harvested every three months.

UPSMA Newsletter titled 'Varta' the Dialogue is providing
information on sugar, sugar industry and sugar byproducts. We
request you to share your thoughts and experience with us
through write-ups, success stories, updates, photographs etc.
We publish your creative in the next edition of this newsletter.
You are requested to send your entries to be published in
UPSMA newsletter through mail at upsma@upsma.org. The
newsletter will be uploaded on UPSM A website.
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