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SUGARCANEPESTALERT

Lucknow: The department of sugarcane development has
issued an alert regarding the protection the cane crop from
pests.

According to additional sugarcane commissioner VK Shukla,
currently, due to high temperatures, an infestation of sucking
pests is being observed in both the plant crop and the ratoon
crop of sugarcane in Uttar Pradesh, which is likely to have an
adverse impact on the crop's growth and productivity He said
that the UP Sugarcane Research Council, Shahjahanpur, has
shared detailed information with farmers redarding the
identification, symptoms and effective contfol measures for
these sucking pests. S

.

Shukla said that the Kala Chikta (black bug) infestation is
typically observed du-ring periods of high temperature and
dry weather-generally from April to June-appearing more
frequentlyintheratoon cropandlesssointhe plant crop.

The leaves of affected plants turn yellow and exhibit reddish-
brown spots. The nymphs (immature stages) of this pest are
found lodged between the leaf sheath and the spindle
(unopened leaves) of the sugarcane stalk

Likewise, the thrips are very small insects, measuring
approximately 2-3 mm'in size. Their infestation spreads rapidly
during periods of high temperature and dry weather. The tips
of the affected leaves curl up and become pointed. The
affected leaves turn white or yellow, starting from the tip and
progressing down-wards. Their population begins to decline as
soon as the monsoon rains commence.

Source: TOI, 6" May, 2026
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DRIP IRRIGATION BOOSTS UP CANE
YIELDS BY 25% AS ETHANOL
CAPACITY TRIPLES UNDER YOGl
GOVERNMENT

The Uttar Pradesh government's sustained push for drip
irrigation in sugarcane farming over the past nine years has
delivered a 25 per centincrease in cane output for farmers who
have adopted the technology, while ethanol production
capacity in the state's sugar sector has nearly tripled since
2017,Jagranreported.

According to the Sugarcane Development and Sugar Industry
Development Department, drip irrigation systems have been
installed across 73,078 hectares of sugarcane area in Uttar
Pradesh over the past nine years. Farmers using the
technology have seen production rise by up to 25 per cent,
while water usage has been reduced by up to 50 per cent.
Fertiliser consumption has also fallen by a similar margin, as
nutrients are dissolved directly into the irrigation water and
delivered efficiently to the plant roots through the drip system,
reducing both wastage andinput costs.

The department noted that drip irrigation has made it possible
to cultivate sugarcane in alkaline soils and low-rainfall regions
where conventional farming methods were previously
unviable. The number of farmers adopting the technology has
continued to grow steadily as its benefits have become more
widely visible.

On the ethanol front, the department said thatin 2017, only 37
sugar mills in Uttar Pradesh had ethanol plants, with a
combined installed capacity of approximately 88 crore litres
per year, against actual production of only 42 crore litres. As of
now, 53 sugar mills have ethanol production facilities, with
total installed capacity expanded to approximately 258 crore
litres per year. Actual ethanol production from the sugar sector
has risen to 137 crore litres, reflecting the significant scale-up
achieved under the currentadministration's bioenergy push.

Source: Chinimandi, 28" April, 2026

BALRAMPUR CHINI AND LUCKNOW
CANTONMENT BOARD LAUNCH
BIOPLASTICS PLATFORM

Lucknow: Balrampur Chini Mills Limited (BCML), in partnership
with the Lucknow Cantonment Board, formally launched
Bioyug Green Command 2026 in Lucknow on June 5, 2026,
marking World Environment Day with a platform dedicated to
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advancing India's bioplastics ecosystem, the company said in a
pressrelease filed with the stock exchanges.

The event was inaugurated in the presence of Rajnath Singh,
Union Defence Minister, who attended as Chief Guest. The
launch marked the formal rollout of a collaboration between
Balrampur Bioyug and the Lucknow Cantonment Board,
following the signing of a memorandum of understanding and
BCML's first institutional order for compostable Polylactic Acid
(PLA)-based products earlier this year.

Speaking at the event, Vivek Saraogi, Chairman and Managing
Director of Balrampur Chini Mills Limited, said the transition
from conventional materials to sustainable alternatives was
not only an environmental necessity but an opportunity to
build new industries, strengthen domestic manufacturing,and
create long-term value for society.

Avantika Saraogi, Executive Director of Balrampur Chini Mills
Limited, framed the shift to biomaterials as an economic
opportunity tied directly to agriculture, saying the move was
about empowering farmers and creating new industries. She
added that while the last century belonged to oil and
petrochemicals, the next could belong to farmers and fields.

Addressing the gathering, Rajnath Singh highlighted the
health hazards of microplastics, citing scientific research
indicating that approximately 3,50,000 people qlie"globally
each year due to microplastic exposure, wi’ghv'fhe particles
found even in the blood of newborns. He said PLA, produced
from sugarcane, breaks down completely within 180 days,f” :
adding that producing bioplastic domestically would reduce
India's dependence on foreign raw materials and strengthen
economic resilience. He noted that India's existing 20 per cent
ethanol blending in petrol had already shielded the country
from supply chain disruptions during the recent West Asia
crisis, and said raising the blend to 35 per cent would further
solidify self-reliance. He also cited economist projections that
the global bioplastics market could reach $120 billion in value
by 2075-2090.

Source: Chinimandi, 8" June, 2026

UPSMA Newsletter titled 'Varta' the Dialogue is providing information on sugar, sugar
industry and sugar byproducts. We request you to share your thoughts and experience
with us through write-ups, success stories, updates, photographs etc. We publish your
creative in the next edition of this newsletter. You are requested to send your entries to be
published in UPSMA newsletter through mail at upsma@upsma.org. The newsletter will
be uploaded on UPSMA website.
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